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r, whose accident of
m&fi‘p:ay ;dtgbahly the best thinz
that ever happened o autornolhlf

- carried his consumer crusa
ﬁgtpéalifomia the other day.

He came to make the usuil
wniversity rounds, sit for the regular
TV mini-views. repeat his convic-
tion 1hat the present gmog-control
devices are nowhere near adequaic
{or man or combustion beast.

But Joner Nader is no longer aloue
in his efforts to make the world saie
for breathing. Particularly here in
vehicolar  Southern  California,
I el
der's fight agams air of fauli;

o g makes

him a kind of
visiting hero.

“And a sort of fresh alr under-
ground has formed af&u;id Ithe
* YOUNE, lawver. Belore Na-
der's m UCLA, the under-
gﬁmmd met for morning coflee at
the West Los Angeles apartiment of
Byron Bloch, an also-young man
who writes about cars and designs
for human factors.

Bloch had brought a peculiar set of
disciplines together for the session:
A local attorney who i3 working
up a2 ballot initlative so that the
in‘lien of the politicians, may
legislate their own lung protection.
A designer of steam engines,

Richard Smith, who is convinced

" ~0On the brighter side, one of owr
296,000 ears with defective brakes
and headlights may be

by Ralph Nader.”
Darex 1

Folladeiohia Badletin

Crusader Nader and the
Fresh Air Underground
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that external combustion is the
salvation of the American road and
that steam cars could he right
around the corner—if funding were
applied to existing engineering. -
An editor, OCee Rich. whose Rnad
Test Magazine is that rare automo-
iive journal which is nol a Detroil

dependent because it deliberately
carries no advertising.

Axn cxpert on brain research, Ray
Kado, from UCLA.

The founder of the Auto Consu-
mets Protective Assn., one Barbara
Schmidt, who flew down from Palo
Alto to learn where Nader's new
battles are going.

A vetcran of product safety
testing, Ceorge Peters,

In all, there were 18 people In
Blech's modest living room, includ-
ing Jawyers who had taken <r
manufacturers to court—and won—
plus other proponents of steam
components,

The session started with an exa-
mination of a faulty hunk of front
suspansion, a part that had allegedly
Jriven owners of one of America's
most popular 1967 personal cars to
fatal accidents. Bloch spread the
evidence on the carpet; a couple of
struts that falled and caused the
vehicles to go ot of control.

Apparently, the manufacturer
knew what he had done because for
ihis vear's model, the strut has been
redesiomed. But the 1967s have not
yet been recalled, gloomed Bloch,
and there are pearly 500,000 of them
out on the road,

Nader nodded, took notes.

Peters scowled, said the manufac-
turers do not test their products
long enough to discover foreign
fatisue faclors in metal, moving

parts.

Rich smirked, claimed that "autos
are tested by the worlds largest
testing concern—the U.S. public—
on the world's largest proving
ground,” meaning that design fail-
ures are discovered on public roads
at our expcnse.

ter, Nader claimed thut new
automobiles are driven all of 150
vars when they leave the assembly
linc.

Generally, Detroit’s antagon:t
urged the underground to wage
battle on =everal fronts simul-
taneously: to persuade the govern-
ment to order electric or steam
propulsion vehicles. To bring suit
against auto companies when zafety
or sunshine are deorived the public.
To stimulate eitizens' initiatives. To
encourage innovators and new en-
trepreneurs, with informaticn, in-
vestment.

No longer do people laugh when
Nader sits down to joust with giants.”
Many professionals are admiring
and plain people are grateful.

As the fresh air nd
escorted its hero to UCLA, an
elderly lady asked me who the
celebrity was. "Ralph Nader," I said,
not expecting her to know him.

"Well," she beamed, "as I live and
breathe.” Alaybe gshe knows him.



